GEOGRAPHY OF ECONOMIES: Economy of the Apparel Industry

Introduction

In this assignment you are going to take an investigative look how development and economies affect something close to your everyday life – clothing.  You will have an opportunity to see how you are directly linked to countries all over the world, through something as simple as clothes.  It is possible that you never put any thought into the different levels of industry and activities, as well as the people, culture, and resources that are involved in bringing you warm sweaters, stylish jeans, funny t-shirts, etc.      

After collecting some data on different clothes items, you will use the issues of development discussed in Chapter 9 of your text as a reference for your response paper and to help you analyze the results of your survey. 

Required Materials

pen/pencil and notepad, or laptop (some way to record your observations)

Instructions

Go to any large store (Fred Meyer, Target, Macy's, TJ Maxx, etc.), shopping mall or even your own closet.  You can go to one store or several.  Take a record for (at least) twenty (20) items of apparel (clothing or shoes): Where they were made, price of item, type of item, store where found, and any pertinent comments.  It is probably easiest to record your information in a table.

Deliverables

Turn in your table of information and a ½ – 1 ½ page reflection paper on your interpretation of the results of your survey.  Consider the following concepts from your reading (this is meant to be a guide for your paper – you can choose to touch upon one, two, or all of the concepts mentioned).

· Primary, Secondary, or service industries

· Developed and developing countries

· Deindustrialization

· Uneven Development

· Gloablization and outsourcing

· Free Trade

· Environmental Issues

· Transnational Corporation

· Labor, Markets, Consumer trends

Use these questions to help guide your response as well:

· Why are certain items manufactured in particular places?

· Do you notice any patterns?

· How are these countries similar or different?

Below is an example of what your table should look like.

	Where item was assembled or manufactured
	Price (sale price, if item is on sale)
	Type of Item
	Name of Store
	Comments

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


