INSIDE THE CITY: GLOBAL PORTLAND

Introduction

Every city has unique cultural landscapes that reflect the history, culture, and diversity of the area.  Portland is no exception.  Although at times it may seem that Portland is more homogenous than diverse, with some geographic exploration, in-depth observation and interpretation, you will discover the complexity of our urban landscape.  

This assignment provides an opportunity to explore a certain subculture that exists in Portland.  A subculture is a group within a larger culture that differentiates themselves through style, fashion, mannerisms, music, food, belief systems, ethnicity, etc.  Through your explorations, you will identify and interpret the different cultural landscapes that exist in the city that represents a particular subculture.   

Required Materials

Camera OR Portland map; pen/pencil and notepad, or laptop (some way to record your observations)

Instructions & Deliverables

Choose one particular culture/subculture/counterculture as the focus of your assignment.  If you have any questions about whether or not a certain group falls within this category, contact me and we can discuss.  Find a place in the city (this can be concentrated in one neighborhood or distributed throughout various neighborhoods) where cultural landscapes represent your chosen subculture and complete one of the following activities.  

Photo Essay – Take at least 10 photographs that document some aspect of a cultural presence in the cultural landscape of Portland.  There should be some focus on cultural landscapes, a specific culture (Mexican, Japanese, German, etc.) and coherence to your choice of photographs (restaurants, street signs, food stores, monuments, architecture, landscape architecture, etc.).  Write a ½ -1 page intro to your photos explaining what you’ve done.  Include captions for each of the 10 photos.

OR

International Portland Map – Create a map of Portland (or neighborhood within Portland) with at least 10 landmarks that document some aspect of a cultural presence in the cultural landscape of Portland.  There should be some focus on cultural landscapes, a specific culture (Mexican, Japanese, German, etc.) and coherence to your choice of landmarks (restaurants, street signs, food stores, monuments, architecture, landscape architecture, etc.).  Write a ½ -1 page intro to your photos/drawings/representations (how you choose to represent the landscapes on the map is up to you) explaining what you’ve done.  Include captions for each of the 10 visuals. 

** The photos and/or maps should be compiled in an organized fashion and ready to share with your peers (i.e. book format).  Bring your assignments to class on Wednesday March 3 ready to share with the class.  
