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Global Patterns of Urbanization

ÅEurope, N America, S America, Caribbean: high 
urbanization (between 50-75%)

ÅAsia & Africa: low urbanization (<50%)

ÅExample: 

ïChina currently has about 45% living in urban areas

ïChina has over 40 cities with population greater than 
1 million

ÅDefinitions of òurban areaó vary between 
countries



Global Patterns of Urbanization

ÅHighly industrialized countries have higher rates 
of urbanization

ÅDeveloping countries are quickly becoming 
more urban

ÅReasons for patterns

ïCities are centers of economic industry

ïLarge families help cast a wide opportunity for 
economic support





Functions of Urban Areas

Å Human support systems

Å Retailing

Å Wholesaling

Å Manufacturing

Å Business services

Å Entertainment

Å Political & Official administration

Å Military defense needs

Å Social & religious services

Å Public services including sanitation & police

Å Education services

Å Transportation & communication

Å Meeting place activities

Å Recreation



Urban Terminology

ÅCity

ïNucleated settlement, multifunctional including central 
business district, residential & non-residential land uses

ÅTown

ïSmaller than cities and usually less complex

ÅSuburb

ïA specialized (residential, industrial, or commercial) 
segment of a large urban complex

ÅUrban area

ïContinuously built up landscape defined by building & 
population density



Urban Terminology

ÅMetropolitan area

ïLarge-scale, containing multiple urban areas, 
discontinuous but integrated by economic activity

ÅGlobal City

ÅControl centers of the global economy ðNYC, Tokyo, 
London

ÅGlobalizing Cities

ÅCities affected and being shaped by the emerging 
global economy ðall cities to some degree



HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE OF 
URBANIZATION




