
GLOBALIZATION & 
LOCALIZATION 

One World or Many?



Role of Global / Local-ization

Å Is the world becoming more similar or 
different?

ï Culturally?

ï Economically?

ï Politically?



DEVELOPMENT IN THE 
MODERN WORLD



Uneven Development

Å Global Wealth Distributions

ï Super wealthy: .25% of the world's populations 
own as much wealth as the other 99.75%, 
mostly living in the 'developed' world

ï Global gap is widening ðincomes of the richest 
nations are increasing at a greater rate than the 
poorest

ï Population is also increasing significantly in the 
richest nations (mostly Asia)



UN Study of Global Wealth Inequality : The World Distribution of Household Wealth, by Davies, Sandstrom, Shorrocks , &  Wolff
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Uneven Development

Å Core-periphery (fast v. slow worlds)

ï Core: global communication; fully wired for fast 
access to Internet; Megacities; adaptable to 
global trends of trade, production, 
consumption; home of super-wealth

ï Periphery: rural landscapes; declining 
manufacturing zones, slums; Internet & 
computers are slow, unavailable, and too pricey



Uneven Development

Å Decline of 'blue collar' jobs to overseas 
markets, leads to poverty stricken urban areas

Å Underground economy of drug trafficking, 
prostitution, and associated violent crime

Å International slave trade ðprey on desperate 
populations

ï Lured in by the promise of a good paying job 

ï Prevented from leaving, wages withheld



GLOBAL MOVEMENT: INTERNET



Internet

Å Where is the Internet?

ï òeverywhere, yet nowhere in particularó the 
economist

Å Access provides wealth of information and 
knowledge

Å Geography places a role in access

ï Censorship (i.e. China) http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp -

dyn/content/article/2007/06/25/AR2007062500364_pf.html

ï Regulated/Screened

ï Wealth
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Role of Internet

Å Communication

Å Business

Å Tele-commuting / remote offices

Å Buying & Selling goods

Å IT / Tech Jobs

Å Information control

Å Information Sharing (music, art, photos)

Å Social Media 

Å One Laptop per Child

ï http://laptop.org/en/vision/index.shtml
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