Lab 1| Mental Maps
Introduction

In this assignment you will explore your own mental maps to learn about the influence and meaning of place and mapping.

Instructions

Based on the topic from this week’s lecture, you will be creating two different mental maps – one from a global perspective and one from a local/personal perspective.  You will be using ESRI’s ArcMap to create the two mental maps.  Do not look up the ‘correct’ way to make your map – this is an exercise designed for you to analyze your mental maps and reveal information about yourself.  Be sure to save your work often!
Deliverables

Follow the instructions below to draw your mental maps.  Answer the questions throughout the lab (numbered).  Your lab document should be typed, well organized, and submitted based on the “How To” guidelines provided in the course syllabus.

PART I – Global Cities

In this exercise you will start with a blank world map and be asked to draw a point to show where the following cities are located:
New York (USA), Portland (USA), London (England), Johannesburg (South Africa), New Delhi (India), Sydney (Australia), Barcelona (Spain), Buenos Ares (Argentina), Vatican City, Beijing (China) 

· Go to the course website and download the Lab1Data folder.  Unzip the folder and open GlobalCities.mxd.  If you double-click on the file it will automatically open with ArcMap.
· When you open the document, you will see a simple map of the world showing only the country boundaries.

· On the bottom of the ArcMap screen you should see the ‘Draw’ Toolbar.  If it does not appear: go to the Customize menu tab and select Toolbars.  Click on the ‘Draw’ Toolbar so that it appears in your document.
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· The Draw toolbar should look like this:
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· Click on the dropdown menu next to the icon that looks like a rectangle and select ‘marker’ 
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· Use the marker to place a point for each of the ten cities listed above.  
· DO NOT look up the cities before placing your point.  You will not be graded on how accurate your points are, but rather on how you answer the question about the exercise.  

· On the Draw toolbar, use the New Text tool to create labels for each city on your map. 
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· You can use the ‘zoom in’ and ‘zoom out’ tools (magnifying glass with + or -) to get a better view of the country boundaries and location for your city markers.  
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· Once you have all your cities marked and labels created, switch from Data View to Layout View.  Go to the ‘View’ menu tab and select ‘Layout View’
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· Now, go to the Bookmarks menu tab and select the ‘World View’ bookmark.  
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· To compare how your mental map compares to reality, go into the table of contents on the left-hand side of the map document and click on the box next to the ‘WorldCities’ layer.  This should bring up the true location of each city and a label.  

1 | What cities do you place (more or less) accurately?  What cities did you place most incorrectly?  

2 | Using the information you know about mental maps, explain why you think that is the case.
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Go to the File menu tab and scroll down to Export Map (screenshots below).  Save the file as a .jpg with a DPI of 200 to your flash drive.  Add the map into your lab document.    
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Part II – Personal Place

In this exercise you will draw a mental map of your hometown or another familiar place that includes important landmarks that you observed or used when you were growing up in this place.

Your mental map should include some of each of the following elements:

· Streets, paths, transit routes or any other defined path of movement

· Boundaries that separate one region from another (i.e. city boundary)

· Points that represent landmarks, significant places, bus stops, geographic features (i.e. mountain), buildings, etc.

1 | What place will you draw for your mental map?  Why is this a significant place to you?  How long did you live in this place?
· Open up Hometown.mxd in ArcMap. 

· If the Draw toolbar is not already visible, follow the instructions from Part I to bring it into your document.
· Using the tools available in the Draw toolbar, draw a mental map of your hometown or other familiar place.  You can find an overview of the Draw tools here: http://webhelp.esri.com/arcgisdesktop/9.3/index.cfm?topicname=draw_toolbar
**We will also spend some time in class learning how to use the Draw tools**

· Take some time and care in creating your mental map.  Do not worry if it does not coincide with a ‘real’ cartographic map.  Do not consult any cartographic map while creating your mental map – your individualized version of place will be more interesting to analyze!

· There are examples of mental maps drawn on the course website if you need some ideas or inspiration.

· Be sure to include a title and legend!

2 | When you are finished, export the map as a jpg (instructions in Part I) and insert into your lab document.  

3 | What type of map did you create? (topographic, density, thematic, etc).  Explain. 
4 | What do you personally consider the most important features on your map?  Why?

5 | Are there blank areas on your map?  If so, why? 

6 | What type of transportation do (did) you use?  How does this affect your map?

7 | Go into Google Earth and find your hometown or other significant place.  Compare your mental map with the Google Earth image/map – what does this reveal about your perception of the place?

8 | What in one spatial relationship/pattern/distribution revealed in your mental map?
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