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Maps in the Past



Ptolemy’s World Map, 1482

 Ptolemy (c 100-172), Geographer & Astronomer in 
Ancient Rome

 Over 1,000  years later, a map was created based 
on his book Geographia

 During Medieval times proportions on maps were 
based on the importance of a place

 Ptolemy’s map was the first to be based on 
mathematical calculations and coordinates

 Ptolemy’s calculations were later found to be mostly 
incorrect, but it changed the way maps were made





Chinese Globe, 1623

 Earliest surviving globe found in China

 Created by two European Missionaries

 Inscribed with Geographic & Astronomical concepts,

 Latitude and Longitude

 Eclipses of sun & moon prove the world is round

 Terrestrial Magnetism (known by the Chinese about 40 

years earlier)





Map of the Moon, 1679

 Produced in Paris by Astronomer, Giovanni 

Domenico Cassini

 Created by observations made through a telescope





Antarctic Map, late 1500’s

 Arctic & Antarctic were some of the last places 

explored on the Earth

 In the 16th Century, a map of the Antarctic was 

made in France that is entirely made up!

 Look at the detail – you will even find a unicorn 

skipping across some hills





Plan of Wellington, New Zealand, 1840s

 An attempt to promote Wellington to British citizens

 British Immigrants were granted immediate 

citizenship in NZ

 Map is quite deceptive, ignoring the landscapes 

hills, mountains and complicated coastline

 Gives an appearance of organization and order, 

which was important to potential settlers





“Christian Knight” World Map, 1596

 1560 – 1648 Holland was at war with Christian 
Spain

 Cartographer was a Dutch Protestant

 Figures on the map represent the battle between 
Christians and Protestants

 Armored ‘Christian’ knight represents King Henry IV 
of France, a Protestant ally 

 The figures fighting him symbolize Catholicism: (left 
to right) Worldly Vanity, Sin, Carnal Weakness, the 
Devil, and Death.





German bombing map, 1941

 Used by German bomber pilots for night-time 
missions 

 Most obvious features are included on the map: 
towns, railway lines, major roads, woodland etc. 

 Bright colors help pilots pick out details at night

 Areas marked in red and yellow are target areas 
for the mission. 

 The yellow circle surrounding the area just outside 
Oldham, alerted the bomber pilots to a prisoner of 
war camp which was holding German soldiers 





London’s Poverty Map, 1800s

 Charles Booth, a successful businessman, created this map in the late 
1800s. 

 Booth believed that social reformers had exaggerated London's 
poverty levels (25% of pop)

 He conducted research and found that the reality was even worse 
(33%)

 Booth created the map to illustrate his results

 The map represents varying levels of poverty in different districts 
across London

 Dark blue stands for 'Very poor. Casual, chronic want',

 Black stands for 'Lowest class. Vicious, semi criminal.'

 Booth's study took into account a wide variety of subjects: 

 working conditions, education, wage levels, workhouses, religion, and 
police, to name a few. 





O’Connorville, Chartist Utopia, 1846

 This map, created by the Chartists in 1846

 Chartism was a political movement set up by 
working men in the 1830s that worked to reform 
the British electoral system, believing all men over 
the age of 21 should have the right to vote.

 They purchased a large patch of land in 
Rickmansworth, Hertfordshire to turn into an estate 
for the urban poor (O’Connorville), with the 
intention to allow poor people from the city to 
become more self-sufficient. 



O’Connorville, Chartist Utopia, 1846

 The Chartists hoped the land would help "change 

the whole face of society in 12 months", and would 

"make a paradise of England in less than five 

years."

 It did not succeed in its mission

 land allocated to each house was not enough to 

support a family 

 many the residents had little experience of farming





Maps in History

 Windows on the World 



Movie – Discussion Points

1. The map found in Betallino, Italy dating back 3,000 was 
not a map that helped community members orient 
themselves in the village. It could not be used for 
navigation or even for reference. What do archaeologists 
believe this map was used for? How are maps used in the 
present day for the same reasons?

2. We talk about making generalizations on maps to simplify 
the information and present it clearly to the users. The 
Roman Empire did this as well in their 6 meter long map of 
the region. What generalizations did they make and how 
is it misleading to the Roman citizens?



Movie – Discussion Points

3. The Yu Ji Tu map was found to be quite accurate when compared 
to modern day coordinates, yet there appeared to be glaring 
errors that were found to be based on an almost sacred text, Yu 
Gong. Can you think of a more current example(s) of when 
geographic accuracy was comprised in order to portray a specific 
image or idea held by an individual or group?

4. Mapmaking and map technology has always been a part of 
defense of territory. Even today, much of our geospatial 
technologies originate from military advancements. What do you 
think about using military-based technologies for our day-to-day 
navigation and social networks?



Movie – Discussion Points

5. What are some of the fundamental differences between Western 
navigation (and maps) and Polynesian maps? Which do you think 
makes more sense?

5. When the International Map was created in the early 1900’s, how 
was it being used by imperial countries to further their 
interests? How can this be compared to situations in modern 
society?

6. The drawing of arbitrary boundaries was not only common in the 
Middle East - the entire African continent was divided by European 
Imperial powers in the 20th century without considering the social 
and cultural implications. What do you think would have happened 
if the Middle East (and other parts of the world where this was 
appropriate) had kept their fluid boundaries into modern 
day? Would this have led to greater or less conflicts? 



Reading – Discussion Points

1. Nazi Germany frequently used maps for Propaganda against the 
British Empire and other enemies of the time. Do you think similar 
tactics could be used today considering the advances in mapping 
technologies and movement of information through the Internet, 
news sources, and social media? 

2. What is the significance of the arrow in Propaganda maps? Why 
is it so effective? Do you think it would be an effective method of 
dramatizing emphasizing a movement if you were the audience? 

3. What about circles? Buffers (circles with a set distance around a 
given point, line or area) are one of the most common analytical 
tools in mapping. How does this influence how information is 
perceived on a map?



Maps in the Present



Borders – US & Canada

 It appears to run along the 49th Parallel….

 Canada & the United States: Bizarre Borders part II

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qMkYlIA7mgw


Cultural Components

 Religion, language, architecture, cuisine, technology, 

music, dance, sports, medicine, dress, gender roles, 

law, education, government, agriculture, economics, 

grooming, values, work ethic, etiquette, courtship, 

recreation, gestures



40 maps…

 that explain the world 

www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/worldviews/wp/2013/08/1
2/40-maps-that-explain-the-world/

 they didn’t teach you in school

http://www.boredpanda.com/fun-maps-they-didnt-teach-you-
in-school/

 help you make sense of the world

http://twistedsifter.com/2013/08/maps-that-will-help-you-
make-sense-of-the-world/

 You never knew you needed

http://www.buzzfeed.com/awesomer/maps-you-never-knew-
you-needed

http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/worldviews/wp/2013/08/12/40-maps-that-explain-the-world/
http://www.boredpanda.com/fun-maps-they-didnt-teach-you-in-school/
http://twistedsifter.com/2013/08/maps-that-will-help-you-make-sense-of-the-world/
http://www.buzzfeed.com/awesomer/maps-you-never-knew-you-needed


How do Americans speak English?

 http://www.businessinsider.com/22-maps-that-

show-the-deepest-linguistic-conflicts-in-america-

2013-6?op=1

http://www.businessinsider.com/22-maps-that-show-the-deepest-linguistic-conflicts-in-america-2013-6?op=1


Racial Segregation in US

 http://www.wired.com/design/2013/08/how-

segregated-is-your-city-this-eye-opening-map-

shows-you/

http://www.wired.com/design/2013/08/how-segregated-is-your-city-this-eye-opening-map-shows-you/




Geography of Hate

http://users.humboldt.edu/mstephens/hate/hate_map.html

http://users.humboldt.edu/mstephens/hate/hate_map.html


Social Media



Social Media

 One million tweet map

http://onemilliontweetmap.com/

http://onemilliontweetmap.com/


Social Media



Social Media



Social Media





Maps in the Future

Where does it go from here?



Activity



 Find a map that promotes a local area to make it as 

attractive as possible. 

 How truthful is your map? 

 Who is the intended audience? 

 Can they be used politically to show the potential of the 

place, to make changes, or to invest in new and better 

facilities?


