ANALYZE YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD CULTURE

Introduction

 An important component of being a geographer or studying geography is making observations and conducting fieldwork.  As a member of your neighborhood and community, you probably already have a connection with the place and have some understanding about how it works, feels, and looks. This assignment will give you the opportunity to practice some of the skills that Geographers use every day and view your neighborhood in a different way – through the eyes of a geographer.   You will deepen your sense of place by focusing on the cultural complexities that exist, and understanding what influences your local culture.    

Using the three perspectives geographers take to studying culture (spatial models, sense of place, and power and ideology) and five geographic themes discussed in Chapter 1 of your text as a guide, you will make observations about your local culture.    

Instructions

You will be grouped into teams in class based upon where you live within the city (N, NE, NW, SW, SE, Beaverton, etcc.).  In your group, you will work to define the culture of your neighborhood.  You each will spend some time outside of class, making observations about your neighborhood in your every day encounters – going to the grocery store, walking to the bus stop, at the park, etc.  Read through the entirety of the assignment to focus your observations, but also be sure to take note of anything that may represent your neighborhood or may be unique about the place you live.

Deliverables

As a group, you will create a poster that describes your neighborhood culture – this can include maps, photos (from the internet or from your personal collection), newspaper articles (from any source), drawings, etc. 

Provide examples of some (it doesn't have to be all) of the following in your poster:

· How would you define the region of your neighborhood?  Is this based on a formal, functional, or vernacular definition?

· Is there any evidence of diffusion (movement of people, ideas or thing that did not originate in your neighborhood)?   Where did the person/idea/thing originate?  What type of diffusion best describes what observed?  

· Globalization can be seen in many different aspects of your everyday life – in the food we eat, in the clothes we wear, the music we listen to, movies/TV we watch, etc.  Are there signs of globalization in your neighborhood?

· How do people interacting with nature?  What do you think that says about the culture of your neighborhood?  Do people act as if they are part of or separate from nature?

· What cultural landscapes depict the culture of your neighborhood?  What does it reflect about the culture?

