Portland Community College Habitat Team

Contact: April Fong, Biology Professor

Email: afong@pcc.edu 

Phone: 503-977-4422 

Organization Description:

The Sylvania Habitat team has been running for about 14 years, working on various restoration and ecological projects around the PCC Sylvania campus.   From habitat restoration projects to campus cigarette clean-ups, the Habitat team is a student-run, volunteer-based, community group.  Each year they write grants to receive outside funding from organizations such as the City of Portland's Bureau of Environmental Services and Metro.  This year's grant is focused on removing invasive species, planting NW native plants, and stabilizing creek beds. The Team will also continue their experimental placement of mini bioswales to reduce stream flow and rebuild the natural streambed. 

The habitat team holds regular work parties throughout the academic year to complete the project – you should consider participating (if possible) while working on the project.  

Project Description:

For the last several years, the Habitat team has been working at Sylvania Natural Area Park (SNAP), a local neighborhood park.   The team has been keeping data logs of their work and would like to see this information mapped.  They are interested in knowing how much of the park has changed from invasive to native species since they began their restoration efforts.

The GIS project will include sorting through data files to convert the information for use in ArcGIS and  adding spatial information.  Data is available since the project started and yearly, spatial data sets will be created.  GPS data collection may be necessary as part of the project at SNAP.  Details of this will be discussed during the project planning process.   

Final Products:

1. Spatial data sets for vegetation cover, species plantings and/or species removal

2. A series of maps that describe the past and present vegetation cover, and vegetation change over time

3. Maps to include in reporting for grants received to complete the restoration project

4. Other maps as identified through the planning process

