
ANALYZING CITIES & POPULATION: 
POPULATION GEOGRAPHY



Population Geography

ÅPopulation Geography ðstudy of the number, 
contribution, and distribution of human 
populations

ÅDemographyðthe study of the characteristics 
and dynamics pertaining to population



Population Geography

ÅBirth Rates

ÅAnnual number of live births per 1000 population

Å40,000 births/year in a country of 2 million = 20 per 
1000 birth rate (40,000/2,000,000)

Å>30 per 1000 = high birth rates

ÅAgricultural and rural

Å<20 per 1000 = low birth rates

ÅIndustrialized and urban 





Population Geography

ÅFertility Rate

ÅAverage number of children that would be born to 
each woman if during her childbearing years, she 
bore children at the current yearõs fertility rate for 
women that age

Å2.1 = replaces current population

Å>2.1 = increasing population

Å<2.1 = decreasing population





Population Geography

ÅDeath Rates

ÅAnnual number of deaths per 1000 population (same 
as birth rate)

Å>20 per 1000 = high death rates

ÅAgricultural and rural

Å<20 per 1000 = low death rates

ÅIndustrialized and urban 

ÅInfant Mortality Rate

ÅRatio of deaths of infants aged 1 year or under per 
1000 births







Population Geography

ÅPopulation Pyramids ðgraphical tool for 
understanding the structure and composition of 
populations, including sex ratios and age 
structure

ÅProvide insight into trends in population over time



% of Males is presented to the 
left, and % of females is presented 
to the right

Age cohorts are listed to 
the left and divided into 5 
year increments



Negative Growth



Slow Growth



Rapid Growth



Resources

International Database (US Census Bureau):

http://www.census.gov/ipc/www/idb/informatio
nGateway.php

Nation Master

http://www.nationmaster.com/country/nz -new-
zealand/Age_distribution
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AUSTRALIA & NEW ZEALAND: 
URBANIZED LANDSCAPES















Australia: An Urban Culture

Å91% of all Australians live in cities or towns, 
mostly concentrated in the SE of the country



Sydney

Å The largest city in Australia with over 4.5 million residents in the urban 
center and sprawling suburbs and outlying areas.

Å Based on a model with multiple outlying 'centers' and suburbs that 
serve different functions

Å Known as Australia's most modern city and the British influence on 
architecture and culture is still evident.

Å The city that attracts the most immigrants making it a multicultural 
center in Australia

Å Considered a Global City and it the financial center for Australia

Å Located in Sydney Harbour, it is surrounded by the Pacific Ocean, Blue 
Mountains, and Hawkesbury River





2000 Olympic Hosts, Sydney Stadium



Melbourne

ÅLocated in the state of Victoria, it is home over 
approximately 3.7 million residents and the second largest 
city in Australia

ÅConsidered the 'Cultural' capital of Australia, being the 
center for the arts, film, television, entertainment, and 
sports

ÅAlso a port city and located near the estuary of the Yarra 
River

ÅEstablished in 1835, when land was negotiated from 
Aboriginal Wurundjeri elders








