Reaction Paper Guidelines

What is a Reaction Paper?  A reaction paper references the material studied in class and allows you to write your thoughts and ideas about what you’ve learned.  It provides an opportunity for you to add your own thoughts and analysis to what you've read or observed.  It is not a summary of the reading material – use this as a starting point to write your own ideas about the reading / assignment.  

General Guidelines:

1. Choose a topic – you do not have to address every question I present – pick one or a few as your focus.  There can be one major or several minor topics in your paper.  To choose a topic, think about what you found most interesting or what developed your understanding of the concepts.

2. Go into detail in explaining yourself and your ideas.  I am looking for depth of thought in your writing.  Demonstrate your understanding of the concepts.

3. Comment on your thoughts regarding the reading - do you agree or disagree? Why or why not?  Did the assignment or reading make you question or think about something else?  What questions did you generate?  Can you relate the assignment to something going on in your life or in current events?  

4. Your ideas should be thoughtful, comprehensive, creative, insightful, and/or humorous. 

5. Use specific example, multiple points of view, opposing points of view, analogies, quotes from various sources, comparisons, etc.

6. Each paragraph in the body of your essay should focus on a group of connected ideas that are well organized.  

7. Pull content from previous knowledge (or classes) or personal experience to support your thoughts and ideas (interdisciplinary perspective). 

Logistical and/or Grammatical Guidelines:

1. Papers should follow a five paragraph essay format – do not just answer the questions.

2. Make sure everything is grammatically correct, spelled correctly, and choose language that expresses your meaning.  Use spell check and proofread!

3. Papers should be double-spaced and typed.

4. Papers should range between ½ -1 ½ pages in length, unless otherwise noted.

5. Be concise!  Do not ramble to fill the page.

6. Margins should be one inch on each side, top and bottom. 

7. Cite any and all materials you use!  Failure to do so it considered plagiarism.

8. Each paper should have a heading that includes your name and assignment name.


