
URBANIZATION

Looking Inside The City 



Urban Areas & Spatial Patterns

Å Why do cities functions the way they do?

Å How and why are cities organized the way 
they are?

Å Are businesses & residential areas separate or 
clustered together?

Å Is the downtown in decline or revitalization?

Å How does downtown interact with suburbs?





Pieces of a North American City

Å Downtown

Å Residential Areas/Neighborhoods

Å Industrial Areas

Å Commercial Areas

Å Public Spaces

Å Utilities



Downtown

Å Central Business District (CBD)

ï Dense cluster of business, offices, and shopping

ï City skylines (skyscrapers) that house the cities 
leading industries headquarters/offices

ï Most active ðpeople, money, ideas

Å Portland's CBD? 

ï Where is it?

ï What is a part of it?

ï Google Maps



Residential Areas

Å Outside of the CBD, in the 'transition areas' 

Å People tend to group by some similar trait: 
socioeconomic, ethnic, social

Å Geographers study patterns and distributions 
of these areas ðisolating one trait and 
studying

ï i.e. Census data

Å Neighborhoods ðSmall cultural clusters



Buffalo, New York



Oklahoma City, Oklahoma



Wexford, Pennsylvania
(North of Pittsburgh)



Early ñworking-classò suburban apartments
Near Chicago, Illinois



Almería, southern Spain



Trump Tower Penthouse
5 th Avenue, Midtown Manhattan
Asking Price: $16,000,000



Cabrini -Green Public Housing
North Side of Chicago, Illinois



St. James Town
Toronto, Ontario



Industrial Areas



Commercial Areas ðBeverly Hills, CA



Commercial Areas ðFergus Falls, MN



Public Spaces ðCentral Park, NYC



Public Spaces ðPioneer Square, PDX



Utilities ðReservoir in Rochester, NY



Utilities ðBrooklyn, NY


