Tips for Writing a 5 Paragraph Essay

Essays are a part of the college experience. It will likely be required in every course you take and this course is no exception.  Below are basic guidelines and tips for writing a 5 paragraph essay.

1. The five paragraph structure should include an introduction, body (3 paragraphs although this can vary), and conclusion.

2. Introduction:  This should begin with an opening sentence.  The opening can consist of a general statement about the topic of your paper, a quotation, or a short anecdote.  This opening statement should be related to the topic of your entire essay.  Transition into the topic of your essay with a few sentences connecting your opening statement with your thesis or essay topic. The conclusion of the paragraph should include the essay thesis statement – or in other words, the purpose or intent of the essay.  


The first paragraph should accomplish the following goals: 

· Capture the reader's interest, 

· Introduce the topic

· Express your opinion (or state a claim in an argument) in the form of a thesis statement 

3. Body: The first paragraph of the body should starting with a transition statement from the introduction and lead into your first supporting piece of evidence to your thesis statement.  Each following paragraph should begin with introducing a new piece of evidence that supports your thesis statement.  Each paragraph in the body should be focused around one specific theme or piece of supporting evidence and include few sentences that support your paragraph's main idea.  The length can for each paragraph in the body can vary.  Conclude each paragraph with a mini-conclusion on the particular theme.  


The body paragraphs should accomplish the following goals:

· Include a main idea

· Offer evidence to support your main idea

4. Conclusion: The final paragraph of your essay should summarize the main points and thesis statement.  It wraps-up your entire essay.  Although it should recap your essay, it should NOT just be a repeat from your first paragraph or body.  Include some additional statements in here that provide further evidence that you are confident about what you wrote and well-versed in the topic.  It is also important to include a concluding sentence that wraps up your thesis statement from the first paragraph.  Without this, the reader is left hanging.  


The conclusion should accomplish the following goals:

· Summarize your main points

· Make the reader feel confident about your claims

· Conclude the essay for the reader (do not leave them hanging)

