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GIS data sources



Where do I find spatial data?

 Federal gov’t agencies

 State gov’t agencies

 Local gov’ts 

 Non-profits

 GIS data clearninghouses

 Geolibraries

 Commercial sites

 http://www.christinafriedle.com/gis-data-links.html

http://www.christinafriedle.com/gis-data-links.html


Regional Land Information System

 RLIS - Metro

 All datasets available on C:/data in SS110 (SY)

 Freely available data: 

ttp://rlisdiscovery.oregonmetro.gov/

 Metadata: 

http://rlisdiscovery.oregonmetro.gov/?resourceID=6

http://rlisdiscovery.oregonmetro.gov/
http://rlisdiscovery.oregonmetro.gov/?resourceID=6


Civic Apps

http://www.civicapps.org/datasets

http://www.civicapps.org/datasets


Oregon Geospatial Data Library

http://www.oregon.gov/DAS/CIO/GEO/Pages/sdlibrary.aspx

http://www.oregon.gov/DAS/CIO/GEO/Pages/sdlibrary.aspx


U.S. Census Bureau

 Tabular data 

 Decennial Census

 American Community Survey

 Boundary Files

 TIGER

 State, County, City, Congressional districts, Native lands, 

Urban Areas, Metro Statistical Areas, Zip, etc.

 www.census.gov

http://www.census.gov/


National Map Viewer

 US topographic maps, Structures, Transportation, 

Boundaries, geographic name places, USGS map 

indices, hydrography, contours, land cover, 

elevation, orthoimagery

 http://viewer.nationalmap.gov/viewer/

http://viewer.nationalmap.gov/viewer/


Data about data

Metadata



What’s in your GIS data?

 Nutrition labels are required on 

packaged food – they tell you 

everything you need to know to make 

an informed decision about whether or 

not you’d like to consume the food

 Metadata tell you whether the GIS 

data is junk food or a nutritious snack

 Nutrition labels do not tell you how to 

prepare the food – likewise, metadata 

does not tell you how to use the GIS 

data



What does metadata tell me?

 Name of dataset

 Spatial extent

 Coordinate system

 Attribute descriptions

 How and when the dataset was created

 Who to contact for further information



Item description



Detailed display



Accessing metadata

 ArcCatalog

 Description tab

 AcrMap

 In ArcCatalog window, right-click on layer name and 

select ‘Item Description’

 Readme.txt or .xml file that may come with 

downloaded GIS data

 To get detailed metadata description:

 Customize > Options > Metadata > Metadata style


